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SYLLABUS  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
§ 1.º Methodological aspects  
§ 2.º Antiquity’s philosophical tradition and the creation of western political thought 
CHAPTER I  
POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE MIDDLE AGES  
§ 1º Political structures of Medieval Europe  
§ 2.º Philosophical, theological and legal foundations of medieval political thought: from patristics 
to scholastics  
§ 3.º Power, obedience and resistance  
CHAPTER II POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE MODERN AGE  
§ 1º Sovereignty and State  
§ 2.º Second Scholasticism’s political thought  
§ 3.º Concepts of absolute power  
§ 4.º Contractualism(s)  
§ 5.º Natural rights  
CHAPTER III POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE CONTEMPORARY AGE  
§ 1.º The principles of liberalism  
§ 2.º Constitutionalism  
§ 4.º Natural rights and fundamental rights  
§ 5.º Separation of powers 
§ 6.º The religious question 
§ 7.º The social question 
§ 8.º Revolutionary and counter-revolutionary thinking  
§ 9.º The development of socialisms  
§ 10.º Catholic social doctrine  
§ 11.º Totalitarianism and authoritarianism 
§ 12.º The Portuguese political thinking and experience in the early 20th century 
§ 13.º Welfare state – ideological and legal solutions 
§ 14.º The evolution of ideological models in the post II World War  

 

EVALUATION: oral discussions in class, oral presentation in class of a previously assigned 

subject and written test. 
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